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Locals in college notebook: Rangel sensed CSDH
could win soccer title

Hiram Rangel included the line in his personal

information for the media guide as soon as he

stepped on the Cal State Dominguez Hills campus.

It reads "Goal is to win a national championship." It

comes right before "... Most admires his parents"

and right after "Also recruited by San Jose State. ..."

Rangel's aspiration became a reality this season as

the Cal State Dominguez Hills men's soccer team

captured the NCAA Division II national title with a

3-0 victory over Dowling University last Sunday in

Tampa, Fla.

Rangel, a 5-foot-7 junior midfielder from Oxnard,

scored the final goal to ice the program's second

national title in its history.

"It is probably the best experience of my life," said

Rangel, an all-tournament selection. "There is really

no words to describe it. It was a dream come true."

Rangel moved to the Oxnard area just before high

school, but attended Santa Barbara High because his

parents worked in the Santa Barbara area.

He committed to Cal State Dominguez Hills because

of its soccer reputation, yet wasn't sure if this year's

team had the potential to win it all.

But once he saw the group's first practice, he

became convinced.

"I became pretty confident right o! the bat," Rangel

said. "We had good players and it just all came

together. The chemistry was just there and

everything felt perfect."

The team's confidence only grew as the victories

mounted.

"We knew we could win every time we stepped in

that locker room and we felt like we were the best team," Rangel said. "Before the

championship, we looked at each other and said there was no way we are going to lose.

There was no doubt in our minds."

Rangel was named a team captain before the season started, but chose to defer to the

older players.

Photos courtesy of Cal State Dominguez

Hills Athletics

Oxnard resident Hiram Rangel is a junior

midfielder on Cal State University

Dominguez Hills' Division II national

champion men's soccer team. Cal State

Dominguez beat Dowling University 3-0 in

the final. Rangel stared 25 of 26 games this

season.
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"I am not much of a verbal communicator," he said. "I felt like I could lead more by

example and the other guys could talk more to the players and deserved it more."

Rangel's championship goal in the 78th minute — a shot to the upper far post — was only

his second of the season and fourth of his career.

"I couldn't believe the quality of the goal that I scored," said Rangel, who started 25 of 26

games. "I thought it was the best way to finish the season."

Since the team returned to campus, the players have been receiving kudos from their

fellow students.

"It's crazy. People I never even talk to are congratulating me and saying we saw you on

TV," Rangel said. "It's so much fun. I am living it up right now and enjoying every moment

of it."

Rangel's parents weren't able to attend the championship, but he was planning to drive

home to Oxnard this weekend to show them the championship watch and other

memorabilia he received.

"They are going to be super proud," he said.

Around the rim: UC San Diego senior forward Shane Poppen (Thousand Oaks) was the

school's male athlete of the week for his performance o! the bench in wins over Humboldt

State and Sonoma State. Poppen scored a season-high 15 points and grabbed eight

rebounds against Humboldt State and had 11 points and seven rebounds against Sonoma

State. ... UC San Diego center A.J. Maulhardt (Nordho!) scored 14 points and seven

rebounds in the win over Humboldt State. ... Westmont sophomore forward Dan Rasp

(Camarillo) scored 21 points in a victory over Hope International. Rasp was 7 of 10 from

the field and the free-throw line. ... Pepperdine freshman guard Lorne Jackson (Simi

Valley) tied his season high with 17 points in a loss to UC Irvine. ... Washington junior

guard Sami Whitcomb (Buena) had a nice opening return to Southern California.

Whitcomb scored 16 of her 18 points in the second half, including three straight

3-pointers, in a victory over Pepperdine. Whitcomb also led the Huskies with five assists.

... Junior guard Jacqui Heck (Oxnard, Ventura College) scored 11 points as the Academy

of Art University recorded its first win in program history with a 68-66 victory over

Dominican University. ... USC senior guard Brynn Cameron (Newbury Park) was 3 for 4

from behind the 3-point line to finish with nine points in a loss to BYU-Hawaii.

News and notes: Freshman Peter Kurzeka (Agoura) was a member of USC's NCAA

championship men's water polo team this season. USC beat Stanford 7-5 last Sunday to

win its fourth men's water polo championship and first since 2005. The Trojans finished

29-0 — the first undefeated season since 1944 when the program went 5-0. Kurzeka was

a second-team all-NCAA Tournament selection. ... Pepperdine senior outside hitter Julie

Rubenstein (Oaks Christian) was named to the AVCA Division I all-Pacific Region

women's volleyball team. ... USC senior Clay Matthews (Agoura) was an All-Pacific 10

Conference second-team defensive selection in football. Cal redshirt freshman punter

Bryan Anger (Camarillo) was a second-team specialist selection.
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