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The Cal State Dominguez Hills soccer
team won the NCAA Division... (John
Alexovich, Correspondent)
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Toros win NCAA Division II men's soccer crown
From news services
Posted: 12/07/2008 11:21:19 PM PST

» Nick Green's 100 Percent Soccer blog

TAMPA, Fla. - It's official.

Cal State Dominguez Hills is the best NCAA Division II men's soccer
team in the nation.

Riding a Brian Alvarez goal in the 28th minute and a stellar defense, the
Toros beat Dowling (N.Y.) College, 3-0, in the NCAA Division II
championship game for the second national title in the program's history
and first since 2000.

CSDH (21-2-4) posted a 13-game unbeaten streak to end the season,
including five consecutive wins in a dominant NCAA postseason in which
they outscored their opponents, 15-3.

The Toros posted their 14th shutout of the season.

"This team has come together at the right time, played its best soccer at the end of the season and played to
its ultimate potential," CSDH coach Joe Flanagan said. "The team has been great over the past two or three
weeks. I can't be more proud of a team because they played their best in these games that counted most,
and that's all I can ever ask of them."

The Toros dominated from the start, outshooting the Golden Lions, 12-2, in the early going, including a 5-0
edge in shots on goal.

The scoreless tie evaporated in the 28th minute as Alvarez took a feed in front of the Dowling goal and
blasted a shot off the keeper's chest from about 12 yards out.

Collecting the rebound, Alvarez guided his second shot through three

defenders and to the left of diving Golden Lions
goalkeeper Nemanja Veljovic, whose 6-foot-6
frame wasn't long enough to stop the one-hopper.

That's where the score remained until the second
half, when the Toros added a pair of goals to put
any hopes of a Dowling comeback to rest.

Junior midfielder Andrew Marinez (Santa Monica
High) found himself dribbling uncontested in the
68th minute and received the back end of a
give-and-go before giving CSDH a 2-0 lead.

Less than 10 minutes later, junior midfielder Hiram
Rangel rocketed his blast to the upper far post
after a feed from Mario Guerrero, setting off a wild
celebration on the Toros sidelines and in the
stands, where approximately 100 supporters made
their way to Pepin Stadium to witness history.

The final 3-0 score was a perfect ending after the Toros dedicated their season to former Toro Jaret "JT"
Minami, whose jersey No. 3 was affixed to the left sleeve of each uniform throughout the year.

"The No. 3 was a lucky number for us tonight and in the playoffs," Flanagan said.
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A standout player for the Toros from 2002-05, Minami passed away on Aug. 3, 2008, at Torrance Memorial
Hospital at the age of 25.

Minami made 47 starts in 61 games in his career, capping a four-year stint with first-team NSCAA all-region
honors during his senior season.

The Toros won the 2005 West Region title and reached the national quarterfinals, where they fell to eventual
national champion Fort Lewis College.

The Toros won their first national title in a 2-1 four-overtime thriller over Barry (Fla.) in 2000.

In comparing this title with the first one, Flanagan said: "This was more satisfying because I realize now how
tough it is to get back. The first one I was riding the wave of greatness. This one, we made some adjustments
along the way, and to see them come together at the end of season during our unbeaten streak was
phenomenal to watch."
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