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JERRY CROWE:

John L. Johnson makes old
news at Dominguez Hills

Lori Shepler / Los Angeles Times

John Johnson, 88, is old enough to have played with Jackie Robinson, coached with Red Sanders and
won acclaim as the most valuable player in the first Hula Bowl. He began coaching in 1949.

At 88, the Cal State Dominguez Hills golf coach is believed to be the oldest coach in
college sports. And he's still going strong.

Jerry Crowe
February 23, 2009

At Cal State Dominguez Hills, Dr. J is not a skywalking, highlight-producing former
NBA legend.

He is a grounded, silver-haired workaday coach who says proudly that he probably will
die on the job.

"I'm the poor man's Joe Paterno," says John L. Johnson, whose doctorate in education
and administration from UCLA spawned his Dr. J nickname. "I started coaching when
Joe Paterno was still a skinny-legged quarterback at Brown."

That was in 1949.

Sixty years later, the former UCLA football player is still coaching. Johnson, 88,
coaches the golf team at Dominguez Hills, a position he has held since forming the
team in 1968.

School officials believe that the former athletic director and longtime NFL scout is the
oldest coach in college sports, but it's more than longevity that sets Johnson apart
from other, more recognizable Southland sports personalities.

Though old enough to have played with Jackie Robinson, coached with Red Sanders
and won acclaim as the most valuable player in the first Hula Bowl, Johnson shows no
sign of slowing down and is so clearheaded and energetic that few who meet him for
the first time would accurately guess his age.

"Do I have to tell you that?" he asks a visitor, laughing. "They find out how old I am,
they might fire me."

Nothing could be further from the truth.

Calling Johnson "our John Wooden" and "a legendary guy," Athletic Director Patrick
Guillen says, "As long as he feels that he can keep going, I'm going to support him.
He's still effective and he's very passionate about what he does."
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